Westminster Presbyterian Church
THE LORD’S DAY OF WORSHIP — 20 November 2022

The Sanctuary: A House of Prayer and Preparation
Welcome to Westminster! We offer a short time for meditation at 9:40, before the
service starts. Join us to prepare your heart for worship, and we will begin our time of
announcements and the call to worship at 9:45.

Offering Stones
If you give financially to Westminster online or by mail, please take a stone as you
enter the sanctuary. You may place your stone in the offering plate as it comes your
way during the offertory as a physical token of your offering to the LORD. (This is also a
great way to teach children and others about sacrificial giving.)

Meditation: Preparing our Hearts for Worship (Hosea 1:1-11)
The word of the LORD that came to Hosea, the son of Beeri, in the days of Uzziah,
Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of
Joash, king of Israel.
When the LORD first spoke through Hosea, the LORD said to Hosea, “Go, take to
yourself a wife of whoredom and have children of whoredom, for the land commits
great whoredom by forsaking the LORD.” So he went and took Gomer, the daughter of
Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son.
And the LORD said to him, “Call his name Jezreel, for in just a little while I will punish
the house of Jehu for the blood of Jezreel, and I will put an end to the kingdom of the
house of Israel. And on that day I will break the bow of Israel in the Valley of Jezreel.”
She conceived again and bore a daughter. And the LORD said to him, “Call her name
No Mercy, for I will no more have mercy on the house of Israel, to forgive them at
all. But I will have mercy on the house of Judah, and I will save them by the LORD their
God. I will not save them by bow or by sword or by war or by horses or by horsemen.”

When she had weaned No Mercy, she conceived and bore a son. And
the LORD said, “Call his name Not My People, for you are not my people, and I am not
your God.”
Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be like the sand of the sea, which cannot
be measured or numbered. And in the place where it was said to them, “You are not
my people,” it shall be said to them, “Children of the living God.” And the children of
Judah and the children of Israel shall be gathered together, and they shall appoint for
themselves one head. And they shall go up from the land, for great shall be the day of
Jezreel.

Welcome + Announcements

God Calls Us to Worship Him (Psalm 136:1-3)
Call to Worship:
Leader:

Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good,
for His steadfast love endures forever.

People:

Give thanks to the God of gods,
for His steadfast love endures forever.

Unison:

Give thanks to the Lord of lords,
for His steadfast love endures forever…

Prayer of Invocation + Adoration

Hymns of Praise + Adoration

Hallelujah, Praise Jehovah (Songbook #56)
Public Domain

This is My Father’s World (Hymn #111)
Public Domain

God Graciously Renews Us in Christ
Corporate Confession of Sin:
Leader:

“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” And He said to
him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind.
This is the great and first
commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as
yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the
Prophets.” (Matt. 22:36-40) Therefore, let us confess our sins saying …

People:

Father, teach us not to sin with such abandon. We do it all so
easily:
pretend, lie, envy, lust, criticize, brood, ignore, deny,
consume, hoard, defame, distort, make excuses, and then expect
an easy forgiveness for the asking.

God, forgive us for our negligence of Your holy character. Let us
not misinterpret Your patience with our sin as though it were
permissiveness. Loving Father, astonish us with a wholesome,
godly fear which will not drive us to despair, but cause us to
number our days and give us hearts of wisdom. In Jesus’ name,
we pray …

Silent Confession & Reflection

The Words of the Gospel for those who repent and believe:

Leader:

People:

I declare this sure promise: To the Lord our God belong mercy and
forgiveness, for we have rebelled against Him … O my God, incline Your
ear and hear. Open Your eyes and see our desolations, and the city that
is called by Your name. For we do not present our pleas before You
because of our righteousness, but because of Your great mercy (Daniel
9:9,18).

Amen!

Hymn of Renewal:
Thy Mercy, My God (Hymn #149)
©2001 Same Old Dress Music (ASCAP). Words: John Stocker. Music: Sandra McCracken.

God Calls Us to Make Offerings
Tithes + Offerings:
The Offering of the Prayers of the People: Titus Bagby
Missionaries: Tim & Cheri Hoke ~ Uganda

Gideons International

People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen.

The Collection of our Tithes + Offerings
While there are many ways to contribute financially to God’s Kingdom, the church is
the primary means by which that kingdom is established on earth. Thus, God calls us
first and foremost to be faithful in the regular, ongoing support of one’s local church
body through tithes and offerings. If you haven’t made tithing a practice, please
consider adopting tithing or generous giving as a spiritual practice—that you might
grow in faith and that together we might increase Westminster’s capacity to be the
body of Christ in Bryan & College Station for the world.
If you give to Westminster online or by mail, please take a stone as you enter the
sanctuary. You may place your stone in the offering plate as it comes your way as a
physical token of your offering to the LORD. (This is also a great way to teach children
and others about sacrificial giving.) If you would like to participate with your giving in
real time, visit our website to give online, under the Giving + Membership tab. Or, set
up text giving: text the number of an amount to 979-200-4600 and then enter your
credit card information.

Offertory
The Presentation of our Tithes + Offerings
Prayer of Dedication

Hymn of Preparation:
How Sweet and Awesome is the Place (vv 1-3) (Hymn #469)
Public Domain

God Gives Us His Word
Morning Lesson
Big Questions & Bigger Answers
Romans 9:14-29
REV WADE COLEMAN

Hymn of Response:
How Sweet and Awesome is the Place (vv 4-6) (Hymn #469)
Public Domain

God Feeds Us His Covenant Meal

The Lord’s Supper:
A Word about Communion at Westminster
This is a time for all people to seek the Lord. For Christians, Communion (also called
the Lord’s Supper or The Eucharist, which means ‘thanksgiving’) is a time to meet with
their Savior by faith, to be strengthened and renewed by Him as they eat bread and
drink wine. All baptized Christians who trust in Christ alone as their Savior and Lord,
belong to an evangelical church that embraces the gospel, are at peace with their
fellow neighbor, and seek strength and grace to live more faithfully to Christ, are invited
to participate. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this
meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer and to consider more deeply your
relationship to Jesus Christ. We also ask that children who have not yet publicly
professed their faith in Christ refrain from partaking until doing so.

Preparation for Communion

Words of Institution: I Corinthians 11:23-26

Invitation + Warning

Prayer + Setting Apart the Bread and Wine

Holy Communion
Westminster uses wine and grape juice in serving the Lord’s Supper. You will find prepackaged cups of grape juice marked “J” on the outer row of each tray and prepackaged wine marked “W” in the inner rows of the tray. Each person may take the
element according to his or her conscience.

We offer an alternate bread wafer for those with gluten and dairy allergies (also soy
and egg free). These cups are marked gluten free in the service trays.

Prayers for Those Not Communing:
Lord Jesus, You claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. If what You claim is true,
please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who You are. Grant that I
might be undaunted by the cost of following You as I consider the reasons for doing
so. Give me an understanding of You that is coherent, convincing, and leads to the
life that You promise. Amen. Prayer of Searching for Truth

Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but
through You, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to hope. I thank You
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and offering forgiveness
and new life. Knowing that You have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins
and receive You as my savior. Amen. Prayer of Believing on Jesus

Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in You the fulfillment of all my needs and may turn
from every false satisfaction to feed on You, the true and living bread. Enable me to

lay aside the sin that clings so closely to me and run with perseverance the race that
You have set before me, looking only to You, the pioneer and champion of my faith.
Amen. Prayer of Struggling Against Sin

Distribution of Communion Elements
We Will Feast in the House of Zion (Songbook #154)
Words and Music by Sandra McCracken and Joshua Moore | ©2015 DRINK YOUR TEA MUSIC (ASCAP). Admin. by Music Services. CCLI License #
1148879

Taking Together the Bread and Cup

God Blesses Us and Sends Us Forth

Benediction: 1 Corinthians 15:58
Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.

People: Amen!

Doxology
Public Domain

Passing of the Peace
Minister: The peace of Christ be with you.

All: And also, with you.

GREET ONE ANOTHER WITH A SIGN OF FRIENDSHIP SUCH AS:
“THE PEACE OF CHRIST BE WITH YOU” & “AND ALSO WITH YOU.”

